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nebulous and mischievous verbiage" and Lord Russell,
then Under-Secretary of State for India, stated that there
was no question of India attaining the status equal to that
of the Dominions. From Lord Birkenhead came the clear
statement that he could not imagine India achieving
Dominion Status at any time. Indians are thus persuaded
to believe that whatever may be the extent and character
of political concessions granted to them, the policy of the
Imperial Government is based upon the axiom that British
supremacy in India must remain unshaken.

Then there is a section of British public both in Great
Britain and India which cherishes a supreme contempt for
the Indian educated classes. Their liberal education is con-
demned as being " supremely calculated to turn loyal citizens
into political agitators. It was like placing a powder
barrel in front of a blazing fire. The inflammable Hindu
was astonished as he read the new doctrines of Western
democracy." * An Anglo-Indian author warns his country-
men of " the soft-soap trick " of the educated Indian who is
more subtle than they are but is " a delightful person until
you begin to take him too seriously." a Similar warning
came from Professor Jowett, Master of Balliol, who wrote:
" Educated Indians should be treated with the greatest
courtesy and even compliment, but of course if they go
beyond their tether they have to be stopped/* The British
communities in India are, as a rule, keen to scent out dis-
loyalty in any independent expression of opinion and are
hidebound in prejudices which tend to stabilize the barriers
between the two races. One also hears that the best of the
two races cannot really understand each other.

It is sometimes asserted that Indian problems are deeply
rooted in the psychological differences of the two races,
one homogeneous and the other heterogeneous in character.
If it be so, then their solution can never be found merely in
measures of constitutional reforms granted as concessions

1 See " Indian Babel/' by H. K. Trevaskis, I.CXS, (1935).
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